
STRUCTURE AND FUNCTION OF THE GRAND JURY 
 
California Constitution, Article I, Section 23, provides that “One or more grand 
juries shall be drawn and summoned at least once a year in each county.”  The 
law governing Grand Jury formation, authority, powers and proceedings, is found 
in Part 2, Title 4, of the California Penal Code, Sections 888-939.91 
 
The presiding judge of the Superior Court of San Joaquin County impanels 
nineteen citizens every year to conduct civil investigations of county and city 
government; a body of people who are independent of any political or special 
interest group.   
 
The judge appoints a foreperson to preside over the Grand Jury.  The foreperson 
selects the vice-foreperson and secretary with approval of the Grand Jury and 
standing committees and/or ad-hoc committees are formed.  Each juror may 
serve on several committees and this is where the investigative work is done 
throughout the year.  A general meeting is held weekly to coordinate activity and 
conduct business. 
 
This Grand Jury serves in an independent oversight and investigative role for the 
County of San Joaquin.  It serves to investigate allegations of misconduct of 
public officials and to determine whether to present formal accusations for 
nonfeasance, misfeasance or malfeasance.  It will objectively investigate, audit or 
examine all aspects of County government, and its cities, to insure that these 
bodies are being effectively governed and that public monies are being judiciously 
handled.   
 
The Grand Jury may subpoena persons and documents to obtain information on 
subjects under investigation.  The Grand Jury acts in the public’s interest by 
investigating and reporting on the operation, management and fiscal affairs of 
local government in the county.  It may review and evaluate procedures, methods 
and systems used by county and city governments to determine whether more 
efficient and economical programs may be used.  The Grand Jury is also 
mandated to inspect prisons, jails and other detention facilities in the county. 
 
The Grand Jury reviews complaints submitted by citizens alleging misconduct by 
officials or other concerns of government inefficiencies.  Complaints are 
acknowledged and investigated for their validity.  Jurors are sworn to strict 
confidentiality pertaining to complaints, witnesses or content of investigative 
matters.  They may not disclose any information they receive within the confines 
of the jury or the identity of anyone appearing before them. 
 
The Grand Jury is an independent entity and it serves a democracy in which 
individuals can be involved for civil service on behalf of their community.   
   
 


